In the List of Decisions for December 2008, the Register page for publication entitled 
Ecodefense: A Field Guide To Monkeywrenching Third Edition (OFLC no.801369) 
appeared without display conditions. While this was correct at the time of publishing, 
display conditions were imposed, a direction to issue a label was given, and the Register 
page was amended retrospectively when the OFLC became aware that two New 
Zealand libraries held copies of this publication. 
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Summary of reasons for decision: 

The book Ecodefense: A Field Guide To Monkeywrenching Third Edition is classified 
as: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. The main issues considered are the extent and degree 




to which, and the manner in which, the book promotes or encourages criminal activity. 


The book is produced for adults with a specific interest in environmental politics and 
activism, and presents technically detailed instructions on how to perform targeted acts 
of vandalism and sabotage. The overall tone of the book is influenced by various 
factors: the dated nature of some of the information (this edition was printed in 1993), 
the specificity of much of the information to an American context, and the thoughtful 
manner in which the instmctions are presented. This thoughtful manner includes a 
consistent ideological framework which is laid out at the beginning of the book, which 
emphasises causing no harm. The book's political viewpoint is also of interest to New 
Zealand readers and as a vehicle for this the book has a legitimate purpose. The Office 
does not consider that the book's provision of information about criminal activity 
outweighs the valid expression of political views, nor does it contribute in any 
significant way to the book's dominant effect in the hands of adults. 

The book does not aim for a young audience, and is obviously intended for mature 
readers who are already familiar with political activism. Nevertheless, the book's subject 
matter is capable of attracting young readers. Adults must be presumed to know what 
behaviours the law criminalises and must take responsibility for the consequences of 
their actions. This presumption generally does not apply to persons under the age of 18 
years, who are unlikely to possess the maturity of judgement to appreciate that the 
book's discussion of criminal activity is in the context of environmental advocacy and 
wider political expression. The book is therefore likely to injure the public good if it is 
made available to people under the age of 18 years, who may read it as encouraging 
experimentation with criminal activity. 

In the hands of adults, who are presumed to know the law and who must accept 
responsibility for their actions, the political and ideological aspects of the book are 
primary. Its promotion or encouragement of criminal acts must be read in this context. 
The material in question is not presented in a manner that would injure the public good 
if the availability of the book is restricted to adults. 

Restricting the availability of Ecodefense: A Field Guide To Monkeywrenching Third 
Edition to adults limits the rights of New Zealanders to access reading material of their 
choice but, in this instance, represents the minimum interference with the freedom of 
expression that is consistent with preventing injury to the public good. 



